Notes of Plenary Discussion at the Waste Management Conference held 23 March 2007

	Organisation
	Representative
	Question
	Respondent
	Response

	DoA
	Magamede
	There are problems where land previously used for industry or mining that is contaminated and is in the process of restitution.  Where is the responsibility to remediate within the land reform process.
	JY
	This will be reviewed

	
	
	The powers and functions at local government are not clear.  There are overlapping functions.
	JY
	The powers and functions of the district and local municipalities are to be clarified in consultation with the DPLG.

Waste management is a concurrent function.  The WMB is overarching legislation which should not duplicate work done by other departments.  DEAT is working with other departments to finalise the relationships. 

The WMB defines the roles and responsibilities of each level of government and gives the powers to meet this responsibility.  

	Pikitup
	Christa Venter
	Greens waste is the easiest waste to divert from the waste stream and compost
	
	

	
	Joseph
	What is the role of the waste management officer.  This should be at a management position.
	JY
	This addresses public accountability by the identification of one person at each level of government who is the responsible person for waste and to whom the public can address their comments.  There is no need to re-structure or create new positions. 

	
	
	Will the waste management officer be a new position or will the officials currently managing waste become the officer.  
	
	

	Mogale City
	
	Waste minimisation is challenging and when the demand for the material reduces the price is lower.  The importing of recyclable material should be regulated. 
	JY
	The responsibility for importation lies with the dti.

National Treasury has issued an Environmental Fiscal report that provides a framework for incentives through taxation.  Some issues can be addressed through legislation while others are implementation issues. DEAT has a MoU with the recycling industry and are looking at fixing minimum prices.  The problem of distance to markets has not yet been addressed.   

	
	
	The importance of the Kyoto Protocol is not mentioned.  
	JY
	This is covered in the Air Quality Act 

	
	
	The problem of builders waste can be addressed through a LED strategy to convert this into builders mix.  
	
	

	Buyia
	Benny
	There is lack of information of the problems of developing recycling initiatives in rural areas.  They are located far from the closest markets and are not financially viable.  Incentives are needed to encourage recycling and the recycling industry to implement initiatives. 
	
	

	NGO
	Dawn
	A robust waste minimisation system is lacking.  The municipality is reluctant to make any decision on assisting in implementing initiatives.
	
	

	
	Thys
	There needs to be a mechanism in place to fix the prices for recyclable material because they are subject to fluctuation and collectors cannot make a sustainable living.  More jobs could be created. 
	
	

	GDACE
	
	Are the waste impact reports the same as an audit report.  Compliance with licence conditions needs to be monitored and audited.
	JY
	The waste impact report is different to the audit report.  An industry is requested to do the waste impact report when they are not complying with the licence conditions. 

	Potcehfstroom
	
	What support can DEAT provide to address the increasing demand for services.  The DME assist with electrification and MIG provides funds for infrastructure development.  The municipality needs assistance to implement and extend services.  How does the Polokwane Declaration interact with the WMB with regard to zero waste. 
	JY
	The WMB promotes the development of a comprehensive strategy to manage waste and to meet targets for waste minimisation.  

	National DoH
	
	The new Health Act defines the services to be provided at a municipal level. The WMB should not create confusion on rendering of services.  New positions should not be created for the role of the waste management officer.  
	JY
	

	Amatole
	
	Does the waste management officer have a similar role to the accounting officer.  

The roles of the district and local municipalities need to be clarified.  

How will the Polokwane Declaration and the NWMS, 1999 be taken into account. 
	
	

	
	
	The WMB will have a financial impact on the municipality with regard to licensing and landfill management.  Many have a limited revenue base.  In terms of section 85, can DEAT enter into a MoU with the DPLG on behalf of small and medium size municipalities to ring fence waste management activities to get MIG funding to address the new responsibilities. 
	JY
	DEAT is consulting with the DPLG on basic waste services and funding needed for service delivery.  

A status quo audit is being undertaken to develop a strategy to deal with the backlogs of unpermitted landfill sites. 

	
	
	With regard to the licensing authority (section 50) some activities, such as gathering information on transporters could be delegated to the municipality so that generation can be linked to illegal dumping 
	JY
	The responsibilities for information gathering need to be clarified. 

	City of Johannesburg
	
	One approach does not fit all situations as the capacity differs at the municipalities.  Licensing functions could be delegated to some of the municipalities. 
	
	

	Western Cape
	
	There is concern about who will be liable for historical contamination.  Remediation will incur financial requirements. More guidance is required on how plans will address the issue of contaminated land and the requirements for assessment and testing.  

“Risk of harm” should be quantified. 

Does liability cover natural disasters and defence initiatives.
	JY
	The polluter pays principle will apply and this can be applied retrospectively 

	Cape Town 
	Barry Coetzee
	Approval for MIG funding process needs to be fast-tracked.  

The periods allocated for comments are too short.  30 days does not allow for the time taken through the Council process. 

How can the MoU with the recycling industry be reflected in the WMB.  There should be standardisation so there are no inconsistencies. 
	
	

	
	
	In ECA there is a differentiation between applicant and proponent.  In terms of the WMB, can a person be appointed to apply for a licence and how will conflict of interest be addressed.  In the WMB the term applicant is used.
	JY
	Noted and will be reviewed
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