The Roundtables

A series of roundtables will address topical issues in each of the themes. The roundtables will provide a platform for exploration of and dialogue on some of the key policy and implementation challenges facing government, business, labour and civil society in balancing, integrating and trading-off the 3 essential pillars of sustainable development. 

The following general approach in the roundtable discussions:

1. What is the international Sustainable Development Framework and targets for the specific theme? 

2. What is the relevant national policy framework? A facilitated a dialogue on the national policy framework, and critique the extent to which the national policy framework supports sustainable development in meeting of specific targets.

3. What actions are being taken to implement the JPOI and the MDGs?

4. What are the key challenges and constraints to the sectoral implementation?

The roundtables will be structured in a way that facilitates discussion on the economic, social and environmental elements of the theme.  Topical “hot issues” will be used to ground the discussion and to tease out the policy trade-offs that are, or need to be made in decision-making.
The Business Growth and Opportunities for Africa Forum

The Business Growth and Opportunities for Africa Forum is well placed for growing and sustaining development beyond WSSD, BGOAF 2004 will feature, amongst others, the Business Growth and Opportunities for Africa Exhibition (BGOAE), Best Practices in Sustainable Development Exhibition, Doing Business in Africa Workshops and the Art of Networking evening. 

The exhibition inspired by the Ubuntu Village during the WSSD showcase best practices in sustainable development and is projected to attract approximately 150 exhibitors & 5000 visitors during the four days. 

. 

The target exhibitors are

· African and International companies who are seeking investment, trade and private / public sector partnerships and opportunities with particular emphasis on development within Africa.

· African and international companies who are involved in initiatives aligned with sustainable development and the NEPAD objectives and priorities and offer goods, services, products, business solutions and technology.

· General business and organisations seeking trade and investment opportunities Development agencies and non-government organisations

· African and international government departments.

· World bodies, local and international associations and organisations.

The inaugural event, which took place in September 2003, was a resounding success. BGOA 2003 and its satellite events attracted 11500 visitors and 93 exhibitors. The investment arm of the Department of Trade and Industry (dti), Trade and Investment South Africa (TISA), sponsored and hosted 43 buyers and 25 sellers from the African continent.
