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Concept of sustainable development
International context and JPOI target 
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The Overall Framework
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The Process
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Financial 
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Sustainable  Development ?
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Environmental  
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Sustainable 
job creation 

Need for a common language and 
conceptual framework
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INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT

“ States should take immediate steps 
to make progress in the formulation 
and elaboration of national strategies 
for sustainable development and 
begin their implementation by 2005.”

Millennium 
Declaration

(2000)

Johannesburg Plan 
of Implementation

(2002)
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1994 – 2004

progressive policy 
framework established

Shift to integrated & 
participatory planning 

approach

Emphasis on alignment of 
development priorities: 

national, provincial, local

Towards SA framework for sustainable development

RDP

National Spatial 
Development 
Perspective

Provincial Growth 
and Development 

Strategies
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10 year review: 

Identifies key challenges including:
Need for framework of encompassing interest to facilitate co-
ordinated action across sectors and stakeholders; 
Need to enhance the performance of the state through 
integration & alignment
Need for interventions to address the “ two economies 
paradigm”

Implicit within these challenges is: 
a recognition of policy tensions across sectors; 
few policy instruments that give content to long term 
opportunities and constraints; 
few instruments that facilitate strategic choices and trade-offs; 
Need for compact with partners and stakeholders
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Analysis of long term trends & projections

Assess implications for SA: 

risks, opportunities, policy conflicts

Actions to adjust policy framework for SD

(refine JPOI response; annotated MTSF; business & 
stakeholder strategies)

Actions to strengthen governance and planning framework

NSDP, PGDS, institutional implications for enhancing 
integration between 3 pillars, strengthen social compact for SD

Provincial dimension

Provincial dimension

Monitoring and sustainable development indicators
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• Chapter 1:  Establishes the rationale for the NSSD, 

the vision for sustainable development in SA and a 
set of principles

• Chapter 2: Contextualises the NSSD with long term  
trends and driving forces in the next 20 years 

– Current trends for climate change, biodiversity & ecosystem 
health (terrestrial & marine), land degradation, water 

– Current trends for urbanisation, energy, health, industrial 
development, human resource development

– Projections for next 20 years
– Indication of impact on development planning
– Give spatial content to trends (provinces) as input to PGDS 
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• Chapter 3: Macro sustainable development 

perspective. Cross-sectoral assessment of policy 
& implementation risks, opportunities and trade 
offs, within the context of the 20 year projections / 
trends, across selected themes:

– Development planning (NSDP and PGDS)
– Sustainable human settlements
– Infrastructure development
– Integrated energy provision
– Food security
– Industrial development

• Risks and opportunities to be assessed in relation 
to national development objectives, and 
achievement of international targets (eg. MDGs
and JPOI targets
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Elements of sustainable development paradigm

Some tools for sustainable development

(NSDP, PGDS, IDPs)

Need to 

strengthen the
paradigm & 

tools
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Focus on 
main-

streaming



� " # �$�% �& �� � 
% �' (  ' �� %

, � � � �� 	 
�� �� � 
� � � 6�� "�� � � �� � � � �
� � � �  
�� � �� � �� � � ���� �� � � � � �
�� �
) � � � � �� � �� 	 � � �� � � � 
 �1� � � �� � � � � "�( . 4"�
( 1=2"�( ) � "�( � � "�) 	 � �� 
�( � � � 
	 � � � � �"�
( 34� �
3* � � � � �� 	 � � �� � � � 
 �>� �� � � � �� �� � "�4�� �� � �
� � � � �� � � � "�+) � ' "�? ) ' +"�) 4, / � �



� � 	 � � � �
Water, climate change, 
biodiversity & ecosystem health, 
air quality, waste generation

Environmental 
trends

Risks & 
opportunities

Develpmnt planning -NSDP, PGDS

Sustainable human settlements

Integrated energy provision

Infa-structure provision

Food security

Engage in Brazil, 
India, China Forum 
-September

National consultation

Establish 
methodology
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