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Appendix 1 List of conventions, policies, strategies and legislation making up the policy framework for sustainable development 

Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

ENVIRONMENT     

Water & sanitation 
(incl reform, 
availability & 
quality) 

JPOI: Halving the proportion of people 
without access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation by 2015 

RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance 

SADC Water Sector Strategy 

SADC Revised Protocol on Shared 
Watercourses 

Several bi- & multi-lateral commissions: 

• Botswana/South Africa Joint 
Permanent Technical Water 
Committee; 

• Lesotho Highlands Water 
Commission (Lesotho, South 
Africa); 

• Limpopo Basin Permanent Technical 
Committee (Botswana, 
Mozambique, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe); 

• Mozambique/South Africa Joint 
Water Commission; 

• Orange/Senqu River Basin 
Commission (Botswana, Lesotho, 
Namibia and South Africa); 

• Permanent Water Commission 
(Namibia, South Africa); 

• Swaziland/South Africa Joint Water 
Commission; and 

• Swaziland/Mozambique/South 
Africa Tripartite Permanent 
Technical Committee. 

NEPAD Environment Action Plan 

Incomaputo Agreement for Co-Operation 
on the Protection and Sustainable 
Utilisation of the Water Resources of the 
Incomati and Maputo Watercourses 

National Water Resources Strategy (2004) 

National Water Policy for South Africa (1997) 

National Water Act 36 of 1998 

National Water Services Act 108 of 1997 

National Sanitation Policy (1996) 

Water Conservation and Demand Management 
National Strategy (1999) 

Draft Position Paper for Water Allocation Reform 
in South Africa, January 2005 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Energy (supply & 
security) 

JPOI: Establish and promote 
programmes, partnerships and initiatives 
to support Africa’s efforts to implement 
NEPAD objectives on energy, which 
seek to secure access for at least 35% of 
the African population within 20 years, 
especially in rural areas 

 NEPAD Environment Action Plan White Paper on Energy Policy (1998) 

Energy Efficiency Strategy (2005) 

Renewable Energy Policy (2004) 

Integrated Clean Household Energy Strategy 
(2003) 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act 28 of 2002 

Climate change 
(adaptation & 
mitigation) 

 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and 
Kyoto Protocol 

 

NEPAD Environment Action Plan Climate Change Response Strategy (2004) 

National Disaster Management Framework 

Disaster Management Act 57 of 2002 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality 
Act 39 of 2004 

Energy Efficiency Strategy 

Renewable Energy Strategy (2004) 

Cleaner Production Strategy (2005) 

Integrated Clean Household Energy Strategy 
(2003) 

Implementation Strategy for the Control of Exhaust 
Emissions from Road-going Vehicles in South 
Africa 

National Action Programme to Combat Land 
Degradation and Rural Poverty (2004)  

Biodiversity 
Protection and 
Sustainable Use 

JPOI: Protecting and managing the 
natural resource base of economic and 
social development is one of three 
overarching objectives of sustainable 
development. 

MDG: Ensure environmental 
sustainability   

United Nations Convention of 
Biological Diversity 

United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification 

Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Life 
and Fauna 

Regional Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan 

Southern African Developing Countries 
Protocol on Wildlife Conservation and 
Law Enforcement in the Southern African 
Development Community 

 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(2004) 

National Environmental Management Act 107 of 
1998 

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity 
Act 10 of 2004 

National Environmental Management: Protected 



3 

Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

• Integrate the principles of 
sustainable development into 
country policies and programmes 
and reverse the loss of 
environmental resources 

• Halve by 2015, the proportion of  
people without sustainable access to 
safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation 

• Have achieved by 2020 a significant 
improvement in the lives of  at  least 
100 million slum dwellers 

Agreement on the Conservation of 
Albatrosses and Petrels 

Agreement on the Conservation of 
African-Eurasian Migratory 
Waterbirds 

RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance 

Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage or the ‘World 
Heritage Convention’ 

Bonn Guidelines on Access to 
Genetic Resources and Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of the Benefits 
Arising out of their Utilization 

Addis Ababa Principles and 
Guidelines 

Areas Act 57 of 2003 

National Parks Act 56 of 1926 

National Forest Act 84 of 1998 

Sustainable Forest Development in South Africa - 
White Paper. March 1996 

South Africa's National Forestry Action Plan. 
September 1997 

Environment Conservation Act ?? of 1989 

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 43 of 
1983  

National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 

Waste 
Management 

 Convention on Prior Informed 
Consent Procedure for Certain 
Hazardous Chemicals and 
Pesticides in International Trade or 
the ‘Rotterdam Convention’ 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants 

Basel Convention on the Control of 
Transboundary Movement of 
Hazardous Wastes and their 
Disposal 

 National Waste Management Strategy 

Environment Conservation Act ?? of 1989 

Integrated Pollution Control and Waste 
Management Policy (1997) 

National Water Act 36 of 1998 

Minimum Requirements for Waste Disposal 

National Environmental Management Act 107 of 
1998 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act 28 of 2002 

Polokwane Declaration (2001) 

Health Care Risk Waste Action Plan 

White Paper on Integrated Pollution and Waste 
Management (1998) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Integrated Waste Management Bill (under 
development) 

Hazardous Substances Act 15 of 1973 

Policy on the Disposal of Medical Waste 

Policy on the Disposal of Sanitary Waste 

Handling Asbestos containing waste 

Air Quality and 
Pollution 

 Protocol for the Protection of the 
Ozone Layer or the ‘Montreal 
Protocol’ 

 National Environmental Management: Air Quality 
Act 39 of 2004 

Energy Efficiency Strategy 

Renewable Energy Strategy (2004) 

Cleaner Production Strategy (2005) 

Integrated Clean Household Energy Strategy 
(2003) 

Implementation Strategy for the Control of Exhaust 
Emissions from Road-going Vehicles in South 
Africa 

Coastal and 
marine protection 
and sustainable 
use 

JPOI: Achieve sustainable fisheries by 
maintaining or restoring stocks to levels 
that can produce maximum sustainable 
yield for depleted stocks on an urgent 
basis, and where possible, by 2015. 

JPOI: Develop and facilitate the 
ecosystem approach, the elimination of  
destructive fishing practices, and the 
establishment of  marine protected areas 
consistent with international law and 
based on sound scientific information, 
including representative networks by 
2012. 

Agreement for the Implementation 
of the Provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea of 10 December 1982 
relating to the Conservation and 
Management of Straddling Fish 
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks 

Agreement on the Conservation of 
Albatrosses and Petrels 

Convention on the Conservation 
and Management of Fishery 
Resources in the South East Atlantic 
Ocean 

Convention on International Trade 

Convention for Co-operation in the 
Protection and Development of the 
Marine and Coastal Environment of the 
East and Central African Region and 
related Protocol  (Abidjan Convention) 

Convention for the Protection, 
Management and Development of the 
Marine and Coastal Environment of the 
East African Region and related Protocols 
(Nairobi Convention) 

Southern African Developing Countries 
Protocol on Fisheries 

White Paper for Sustainable Coastal Development 
in South Africa (2000)  

Marine Living Resources Act 18 of 1998 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(2004) 

National Environmental Management Act 107 of 
1998 

National Water Act 36 of 1998 

The Sea-Shore Act, 1935 

National Ports Act, 2005 

Marine Traffic Act, 1981 

South African Transport Services Act 1981, and 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

in Endangered Species of Wild Life 
and Fauna 

Convention on the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources 

MARPOL (prevention of pollution 
at sea) 

United Nations Convention of 
Biological Diversity 

Bonn Convention (conservation of 
migratory species, including 
seabirds) 

International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
Act, 1986 (Marine Pollution Act - 
Prevention of Pollution from Ships) 

Prevention and Combating of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil Act, 
1981 (Marine Pollution Act -
Control and Civil Liability) 

International Convention Relating 
to Intervention on the High Seas in 
Cases of Oil Pollution Casualties 
Act, 1987 (Marine Pollution Act - 
Intervention) 

Dumping at Sea Control Act, 1980 

United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and 
Kyoto Protocol 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1951 

Wreck and Salvage Act, 1996 

Maritime Zones Act, 1994 

National Climate Change Response Strategy 

The Development Facilitation Act, 1995 

 

 

 

Minerals and 
Mining 

   Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act 28 of 2002 

National Environmental Management Act 107 of 
1998 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

(2004) 

National Water Act 36 of 1998 

Asbestos Regulations 

Environment Conservation Act 73 of 1989 

Hazardous Substances Act 15 of 1973 

Occupational Health and Safety Act 85 of 1993 

Soils   NEPAD Environment Action Plan 

Southern African Regional Commission 
for the Conservation and Utilization of 
the Soil 

Environment Conservation Act 73 of 1989 

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 43 of 
1983 

Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and 
Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act 36 of 1947) 

Soil user planning ordinance (Ordinance 15 of 
1985) 

Designated Areas Development Act, 1979 (Act No 
87 of 1979) 

Hazardous Substances Act, 1973 

 

 

 

Land Degradation 
and 
Desertification 

 United Nations Framework 
Convention to Combat 
Desertification in those countries 
experiencing serious drought and/or 
desertification, particularly in 
Africa 

United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

Sub- Regional Action Programme to 
Combat Desertification 

NEPAD Environment Action Plan 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan (RISDP) 

Southern African Regional Commission 
for the Conservation and Utilization of 
the Soil 

National Action Programme Combating Land 
Degradation to Alleviate Rural Poverty (2004) 

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(2004) 

National Environmental Management Act 107 of 
1998 

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity 
Act 10 of 2004 

Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act 43 of 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

1983 

Integrated Sustainable Rural Development Strategy 
(2001) 

National Disaster Management Framework 

Disaster Management Act 57 of 2002 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act 28 of 2002 

National Water Act 36 of 1998 

National Water Resource Strategy 

National Forests Act 84 of 1998 

National Veld and Forest Fire Act 1998 

South African Land Policy (1997) 

Restitution of Land Rights Act 

Communal Land Rights Act (2004) 

Strategic Plan for South African Agriculture (2002) 

Land use management Bill 

Land Reform and 
Restitution 

   White Paper on South African Land Policy (1997) 

Restitution of Land Rights Act 22 of 1994 

Extension of Security of Tenure Act 62 of 1997 

Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Act 3 of 1996 

Communal Land Rights Act (2004) 

Strategic Plan for South African Agriculture (2002) 

Land use management Bill 

Policy for the Integration of Environmental 
Planning into Land Reform and Land Development 

Subdivision of Agricultural Land Act, 1970 (Act 70 
of 1970) (pending repeal) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Provision of Land and Assistance Act, 1993 (Act 
126 of 1993) 

 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

    

Infrastructure 
development 
(social and 
economic 
development) 

 Millennium Development Goals 

Doha Trade Ministerial Declaration  

Millennium Development Goals 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

SADC HIV/AIDS Programme of Action  

Regional HIV/AIDS Fund  

Municipal Infrastructures Act (2002) 

Municipal Infrastructures Grant (2002) 

Local Economic Development Plans 

Black Business Supplier Programme 

Human Resource 
Development 
(education and 
training) 

JPIO: By 2015, children everywhere, 
girls and boys alike, will be able to 
complete a full course of primary 
schooling and that girls and boys will 
have equal access to all levels of  
education relevant to national needs. 

MDG: Achieve universal primary 
education 

• To ensure that, by 2015,  children 
everywhere, boys and girls alike, 
will be able to complete a full 
course of primary schooling 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

SADC Intra-Regional Skills Development 
Programme 

Skills Development Plan 

Career Progression Plan 

Mentorship Plan 

Internship and Bursary Plan 

Employment Equity Plan 

Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment Bill 

Black Economic Empowerment Strategy 

Foreign direct and 
domestic 
investment 
promotion and 
acceleration 

 International Monetary Fund Policy  SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

 

Export Credit and Foreign Investment Re-Insurance 
Act No 78 of 24 

Industrial Development Act No 22  

Financial Institution (Investment Funds) Act No 39 
of 1984 

Banks Amendment Act 19 of 2003 

Insurance Amendment Act No 17 of 2003 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Income Tax Act No 21 of 1994  

Revenue Laws Amendment Act 74 of 2002 

Corporate Laws Amendment Act No 39 of 2002 

Taxation Laws Amendment Act No 30 of 2000 

Black Business Supplier Programme 

Trade promotion, 
equity and market 
access  

MDG: Develop a global partnership for 
development 

• Develop further an open, rule-based, 
predictable, non-discriminatory 
trading and financial system 
(includes a commitment to good 
governance, development, and 
poverty reduction both nationally 
and internationally) 

• Address the special needs of the 
Least Developed Countries 
(including tariff- and quota-free 
access for Least Developed 
Countries exports. 

World Economic Forum’s annual 
Global Competitiveness Index 

International Monetary Fund 

Agreement on Technical Barriers to 
Trade  

The EU Post-Lomé Contonou 
Agreement 

Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements  

Agreement on Trade Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (Agreement on TRIPS) 

 

SADC Common Agenda 

Trade, Development and Co-operation 
Agreement (TDCA) 

SADC Protocol on Trade (1996) 

Monitoring Mechanism Economic 
Partnership Agreement 

Abuja Treaty 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

 

South African Custom’s Union  

Procurement progression Plan 

Marketing Act  

Export Credit and Foreign Investment Re-Insurance 
Act No 78 of 24 

Maintenance and Promotion of Competition Act 
No 96 of 1979 

Temporary Removal of Restriction on Economic 
Activities Act No 87 of 1986 

Companies Act No 61 of 1973  

Exchange Control Regulations  

BEE Charter for Mining Sector  

BEE Charter for Tourism Sector  

BEE Charter for ICT Sector  

BEE Charter for Financial Sector   

Black Business Supplier Programme  

Sustainable 
consumption and 
production  

JPOI: Sustainable consumption and 
production is one of the 3 overarching 
objectives of sustainable development. 

 NEPAD Environment Action Plan 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

 

Energy Efficiency Strategy 

Renewable Energy Strategy (2004) 

Cleaner Production Strategy (2005) 

Integrated Clean Household Energy Strategy 
(2003) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Sectoral strategies e.g. DTI 

Advanced Manufacturing Technology Strategy 

 

Employment   Millennium Development Goals 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

Regional Programme on Occupational 
Health and Safety  

The Beijing Declaration (Platform for 
Action)  

SADC Commission on the Status of 
Women (2005) 

  

 

Growth, Employment and Redistribution (GEAR) 
(1996) 

Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative for South 
Africa (2006) 

Employment Equity Act 

Basic Conditions of Employment Act  

Compensation for Occupational Injuries and 
Diseases 

Labour Relations Act  

Occupational Health and Safety Act  

Skills Development Act  

Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) 

Income Tax Act No 21 of 1994  

Revenue Laws Amendment Act 74 of 2002 

Corporate Laws Amendment Act No 39 of 2002 

Taxation Laws Amendment Act No 30 of 2000 

Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment Bill 

Black Economic Empowerment Strategy  

Black Business Supplier Programme  

Skills availability 
and profile  

  SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

 

Employment Equity Act 

Basic Conditions of Employment Act  

Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment Bill 

Black Economic Empowerment Strategy 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Agricultural 
development  

 Agenda 21  

Agreement on Agriculture 

Doha Trade Ministerial Declaration  

Nama Negotiations 

NEPAD  

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

The Agricultural Strategy for the 
Millennium Africa Programme (MAP) 

Extra-Ordinary Summit on Agriculture 
and Food Security (2004) 

African Union Maputo Declaration on 
Agriculture and Food Security (2003) 

Agricultural Land Act  

Discussion document on Agricultural Policy (1998) 

Broad based Black Economic Empowerment 
Framework for Agriculture (2004) 

Integrated Food Security Strategy for South Africa 
(2002) 

Water Services Act, 1997 (Act 108 of 1997) 

Act on Marketing of Agricultural Products, 1996 
(Act 47 of 1996) 

Codex Alimentarius of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) (International Code on Food 
Safety). 

Agricultural Pests Act, 1983 (Act No.36 of 1983) 

Agricultural Research Act, 1990 (Act No. 86 of 
1990) 
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Agricultural Produce Agents Acts, 1992 (Act No. 
12 of 1992) 

Agricultural Development Fund Act, 1993 (Act No. 
175 0f 1993) 

Perishable Product Export Control Act, 1983 (Act 9 
of 1983) 

Agricultural Products Standards Act, 1990 

Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and 
Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act 36 of 1947) 

Agricultural Credit Act, 1966 (Act 28 of 1966) 

Marketing Act, 1968 (Act 59 of 1968) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Plant Breeder’s Right Act (Act No 15 of 1976) 

Plant Improvement Act, 1976 (Act 53 of 1976) 

 

Investment    SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

 

Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act No 28 of 2002 

Tourism second Amendment Act No 8 of 2000 

Export Credit and Foreign Investment Re-Insurance 
Act No 78 of 24 

Industrial Development Act No 41 of 2001 

Industrial Development Zone Programme (2000) 

Financial Institution (Investment Funds) Act No 39 
of 1984 

Banks Amendment Act 19 of 2003 

Insurance Amendment Act No 17 of 2003 

Maintenance and Promotion of Competition Act 
No 96 of 1979 

Temporary Removal of Restriction on Economic 
Activities Act No 87 of 1986 

Companies Act No 61 of 1973 

Income Tax Act No 21 of 1994  

Revenue Laws Amendment Act 74 of 2002 

Corporate Laws Amendment Act No 39 of 2002 

Taxation Laws Amendment Act No 30 of 2000 

Transport 
(including costs 
and 
infrastructure)  

  SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Common Agenda 

 

National Transport Policy (1996) 

Road Traffic Management Strategy (1997) 

Telecommunications Act 2003 

Electricity Amendment Act No 46 of 1994 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

    

Poverty  JPOI: Halve, by the year 2015, the 
proportion of the world’s people whose 
income is less than 1 dollar a day, the 
proportion of people who suffer from 
hunger, and the proportion of people 
without access to safe drinking water. 

The Phnom Penh Regional Platform on 
Sustainable Development for Asia and 
the Pacific recognized that the region 
contains the largest number of people 
living in poverty. 

MDG: Eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger 

• Halve between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people whose income 
is less than $1 a day 

• Halve between 1990 and 2015, the 
proportion of people who suffer 
from hunger 

MDG: Develop a global partnership for 
development 

Enhanced programme of debt relief for 
heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) 
and cancellation of official bilateral debt, 
and more generous official development 
assistance for countries committed to 
poverty reduction 

United Nations Millennium 
Declaration (2000) 

Johannesburg Declaration on 
Sustainable Development (2002) 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

Reconstruction and Development Programme 
(1994) 

Growth, Employment and Redistribution Strategy 
(1996) 

Integrated Sustainable Rural Development Strategy 
(2003) 

Expanded Public Works Programme (2003) 

Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative (2006) 

 

 

Adult and child 
mortality 

JPOI: Develop programmes and 
initiatives, to reduce between the years 
1990 and 2015, mortality rates for infants 
and children under 5 by two-thirds, and 

UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (2003) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

Strategic Priorities for the National Health System 
2004-2009 

Directly Observed Treatment Short-course (DOTS) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

maternal mortality by three-quarters, of 
the prevailing rate in 2000. 

MDG: Reduce infant mortality 

• Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 
and 2015 the under-5 mortality rate. 

MDG: Improve maternal health 

• Reduce by three-quarters, between 
1990 and 2015, the maternal 
mortality ratio. 

Strategy (1999) 

 

Inequality (race 
and gender) 

 Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(1965) 

Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (1979) and 
Optional Protocol (1999) 

Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women (1993) 

UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and related optional protocols 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

Declaration on Gender and Development 
(1997) and Addendum on the Prevention 
and Eradication of Violence Against 
Women and Children (1998) 

Plan of Action for Gender for SADC 
(1999) 

Recognition of Customary Law Act 1998 

White Paper on Integrated Disability Strategy 

Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair 
Discrimination Act 4 of 2000 

Access to basic 
services 

 UN Millennium Declaration (2000) 
and Millennium Declaration Goals  

SADC Protocol on Energy (1996) 

SADC Energy Policy Framework  

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

NEPAD Short Term Action Plan (STAP) 
(2003) 

Local Government Transition Act 209 of 1993 

Local Government Municipal Systems Act 117 of 
1998 

Local Government Municipal Structures Act 32 of 
2000 

Framework for a National Sanitation Strategy 
(2001) 

Consolidated Municipal Infrastructure Programme  
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

National Water Services Act (1997) 

National Water Resource Strategy (2004) 

Project Consolidate: A Hands-On Local 
Government Programme Engagement Programme 
for 2004-2006 

Green Paper on Municipal Service Partnerships 

Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative (2006) 

Human and socio-
economic rights 
(incl. information) 

 Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (1948) 

Convention on the Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees 
(1961) 

Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of their Families (1990) 

Declaration on the Rights and 
Responsibility of Individuals, 
Groups and Organs of Society to 
Promote and Protect Universally 
Recognized Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms (1998) 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

NEPAD Peer Review Mechanism 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa Act 
108 of 1996 (Bill of Rights)  

Promotion of access to information Act  

 

Urban and rural 
development 

 Agenda 21 (1992) 

Habitat Agenda (1992) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

NEPAD Action Plan for Environment 
Initiative (2003) 

Development Facilitation Act 67 of 1995  

Urban Development Strategy (1995  

The Housing Act 107 of 1997 

Urban Development Framework (1997) 

Urban Renewal Strategy (1999) 

Integrated Sustainable Rural Development Strategy 



16 

Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

(2003) 

Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative (2006) 

Crime  Declaration on Measures to 
Eliminate International Terrorism 
(1994, 1996) 

UN Declaration on Crime and 
Public Security (1995) 

UN Declaration Against Corruption 
and Bribery in International 
Commercial Transactions (1996) 

International Convention for the 
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 
(1997) 

Declaration Against Transnational 
Organized Crime (2000) and related 
protocols 

Vienna Declaration on Crime and 
Justice (2000) 

Convention Against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, Optional 
Protocol (2002)  

Convention Against Corruption 
(2003) 

Convention on the Suppression of 
Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005) 

 National Crime Prevention Strategy  (1996) 

Health (HIV, TB, 
Malaria) 

JPOI: Implement within the agreed time 
frames, all commitments agreed in the 
Declaration of Commitments on 
HIV/AIDS adopted by the General 
Assembly at its twenty sixth session, 
emphasizing in particular the reduction of 
HIV prevalence among young men and 

MDGs 

Declaration on the Commitment on 
HIV/AIDS (2001) 

Copenhagen Declaration on Social 
Development (1995) 

NEPAD Health Strategy (2003) 

SADC Policy Framework for Health and 
Protocol for Health (1999) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

The Hazardous Substances Act 15 of 1973 

Occupation Health and Safety Act 85 of 1993 

Mine Health and Safety Act 29 of 1996 

Directly Observed Treatment Short-course (DOTS) 
Strategy (1999) 
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Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

women aged 15 to 24 by 25 percent in 
the most affected countries by 2005, and 
globally by 2010 

 

Promote and develop partnerships to 
enhance health education with the 
objective of achieving improved health 
literacy on a global basis by 2010, with 
the involvement of UN agencies, as 
appropriate 

MDG: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
other diseases 

• Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS 

• Have halted by 2015 and begun to 
reverse the incidence of malaria and 
other major diseases 

MDG: Develop a global partnership for 
development. 

The indicator below may be monitored 
separately for the least developed 
countries, Africa, landlocked developing 
countries, and small island developing 
states 

• In co-operation with pharmaceutical 
companies, provide access to 
affordable essential drugs in 
developing countries 

South African National Oral Health Strategy (2002)  

Mental Health Care Act 17 of 2002 

National Health Act  61 of 2003 

National Environmental Management Act: Air 
Quality Act 39 of 2004 

Strategic Priorities for the National Health System 
2004-2009 

 

Culture and 
heritage  

 Convention Concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage (World 
Heritage Convention,  1975) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

National Heritage Resources Act 25 of 1999 

National Heritage Council Act 11 of 199 
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Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Food security   Food Security Framework (1997), 
including strategies on Improving Food 
Availability, Improving Access to Food 
and Improving Nutrition 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

 

NEPAD Comprehensive African Agriculture 
Development Programme (2002) 

Meat Safety Act, 2000 (Act 40 of 2000) 

 

Migration, 
population and 
urbanization 

 Vancouver Declaration on Human 
Settlements (1976) 

Declaration on Cities and Other 
Human Settlements in the New 
Millennium (2001) 

Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan 

NEPAD Environment Action Plan 
(2003), through the NEPAD Cities 
Programme 

 

CROSS 
CUTTING 
ISSUES 

    

Governance MDG: States should take immediate 
steps to make progress in the formulation 
and elaboration of national strategies for 
sustainable development and begin their 
implementation by 2005 

Charter of the United Nations 

Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (1948) 

Declaration on the Rights to 
Development (1986) 

UN Millennium Declaration 

The Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) 1966  

The Covenant on Economic, Social, 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 1966 

International Convention on the 
Elimination of  All forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD) 1965 

The Convention on the Elimination 
of  All Forms of Discrimination 

Constitutive Act of the African Union 

The New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) 

Declaration and Treaty of SADC as 
amended 

South African Development Community 
(SADC) Protocols:  

• Against Corruption  

• Politics, Defence and Security Co-
operation 

• Legal Affairs 

• Tribunal and Rules of Procedure 
thereof 

• Immunities and Privileges 

The Constitution of South Africa Act 

White Paper on Local Government 

White Paper on Traditional Leadership and 
Governance 

Municipal Systems Act 32 of 2000, as amended 

Municipal Structures Act 117 of 1998, as amended 

Municipal Finance Management Act 56 of 2003 

Public Finance Management Act 

Council of Traditional Leaders Act 10 of 1997 

Traditional leadership and Governance Framework 
Amendment Act 41 of 2003 

Intergovernmental Relations Framework Act  13 of 
2005 

Promotion of Access to Information Act 2 of 2000 
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Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Against Women (CEDAW) 1979 

UN Convention Against 
Transnational Crimes (includes 
corruption by public officials) 

UN International Code of Conduct 
for Public Officials (Resolution 
51/59) December 1996 

The Global Campaign on Urban 
Governance 1999 (UN-HABITAT) 

SADC Memoranda of Understanding 

• On Macroeconomic Convergence 

• On Co-operation in Taxation and 
Related Matters 

• On Standardisation, Quality 
Assurance, Accreditation and 
Metrology (SQAM) 

Charter of the Fundamental Social Rights 
in SADC 

SADC Declaration on Productivity 

SADC Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan  

SADC Strategic Indicative Plan for the 
Organ on Politics, Defence and Security 
Cooperation 

SADC Principles and Guidelines 
Governing Democratic Elections  

 

Commission for the Promotion and Protection of 
the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic 
Communities Act 19 of 2002 

Disaster Management Act 57 of 2002 

National Capacity Building Framework for Local 
Government  

Strategic Plan 2004-2007 for the Department of 
Local and Provincial Government 

Strategic Plan of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
2005 - 2008 

Corporate Social 
Responsibility  

 The Millennium Development 
Goals  

AIPP Code of 1997 

Caux Round Table (1994) 

C.E.R.E.S (1989) 

Declaration of Global Ethic (1993)  

The Dublin Principles  

The Global Compact  

ISO 9000 

ISO 14000 (1995) 

 The JSE Social Responsibility Index (SRI) (2004) 

Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment Bill 

Black Economic Empowerment Strategy 

Black Business Supplier Programme 

BEE Charter for Mining Sector  

BEE Charter for Tourism Sector  

BEE Charter for ICT Sector  

BEE Charter for Financial Sector   

South African National Standard 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 



20 

Conventions, Policies, Strategies & Legislation 

Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

The MacBride Principles (1984, 
1986) 

The Maquiladoras Standards of 
Conduct (1989)  

Principles for Global Corporate 
Responsibility (1995) 

The Global Sullivan Principles 
(1985) 

The Global Reporting Initiative  

FTSE4Good Index Series  

AA1000 Standard 

Dow Jones Sustainability Index  

Act 28 of 2002 

Corporate 
Governance  

 Global Reporting Initiative  King Report on Corporate Governance for 
South Africa (2002) (King II) 

 

Research and 
Development 
(Science and 
technology) 

MDG: Develop a global partnership for 
development 

The indicator below may be monitored 
separately for the least developed 
countries, Africa, landlocked developing 
countries, and small island developing 
states. 

In cooperation with the private sector, 
make available the benefits of new 
technologies, especially information and 
communications technology 

Agenda 21 

Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation 

NEPAD Science and Technology  Plan of 
Action 

SADC’s Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan (RISDP) 

 

Science and Technology White Paper (1996) 

South Africa’s National R&D Strategy (2002)) 

Department of Science and Technology: Strategic 
Plan (2002-2005) 

National Biotechnology Strategy (2001) 

Advanced Manufacturing Technology Strategy  

Indigenous Knowledge System Policy (2004) 

Strategic Management Framework for Science and 
Technology (2004) 

National Technology Transfer Strategy 

White Paper on Energy Policy (1998) 

Energy Efficiency Strategy (2005) 
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Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Renewable Energy Strategy (2004) 

Climate Change Response Strategy 

Nanotechnology, astronomy an intellectual 
property,  open source software youth into science 
strategies (under development)  

Academy of Science of South Africa Act 67 of 
2001 

National Research Foundation Act 23 of 1998 

National Advisory Council on Innovation Act 55 of 
1997 

Natural Scientific Professions Act 106 of 2003 

Gender, equity 
and 
mainstreaming 

JPOI and MDG: Promote gender equality 
and empower women 

• Eliminate gender disparity in 
primary and secondary education, 
preferably by 2005, and in all levels 
of education no later than 2015 

Charter of the United Nations 

Commonwealth Plan of Action on 
Gender and Development (1995) 

Beijing Platform for Action (1995) 

Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW) 

Africa Platform of Action 

Nairobi Forward Looking Strategies 

Gender and Development: A Declaration 
by Heads of State or Government of 
SADC (1999) 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa 

National Policy Framework on Women’s 
Empowerment and Gender Equality (2000) 

Commission on Gender Equality Act 39 of 1996 

The Promotion of Equality and Prevention of 
Unfair Discrimination Act 4 of 2000 

Employment Equity Act 55 of 1998 

Youth 
Development 

MDG: Develop a global partnership for 
development 

• In co-operation with developing 
countries, develop and implement 
strategies for decent and productive 
work for youth 

 

Charter of the United Nations 

United Nations World Programme 
of Action for Youth 

Commonwealth Youth Charter 

Convention on Rights of the Child 
(1990) 

UNESCO International Charter of 
Physical Education and Sport 

Agenda 21 

Millennium Declaration 

NEPAD 

SADC Youth Movement Policy 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa 

National Youth Policy (1997) 

National Youth Service Policy Framework  

National Youth Service Implementation Plan 

National Youth Development Policy Framework 
(2001) 

National Youth Commission Act 19 of 1996 

National Youth Commission Strategic Plan 2004-
2007 

National Qualifications Framework 
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Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

Strategy for UNESCO's Action with 
and for Youth (1999) 

Action for adolescent health: 
Towards a common agenda (WHO) 

Youth Empowerment Strategy 
(2001) 

 

?National Youth Health Action Plan? 

National Skills Development Strategy 

National Skills Development Act of 1998 

Higher Education White Paper and Act of 
December 1997 

Further Education White Paper and Act of October 
1998 

Child Care Act of 1996 and report of the Law 
Commission on the Juvenile Justice Act of 1994 

Urban Renewal Programme 

Integrated Sustainable Rural Development 
Programme  

International and 
Regional  
cooperation and 
integration 

JPOI: Urge the developed countries that 
have not done so to make concrete efforts 
towards the target of 0.7% of Gross 
National Product as official development 
assistance to developing countries and 
effectively their commitment as 
contained in the Programme of Action for 
the Least Developed Countries for the 
Decade 2001-2010, adopted on 20 May 
2001.  

Effectively reduce, prevent and control 
waste and pollution and their health-
related impacts by undertaking initiatives 
by 2004 aimed at implementing the 
Global Programme of Action for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment 
from Land-based Activities in small 
island developing states. 

Support the availability of adequate, 
affordable and environmentally sound 
energy services for small island 
developing states by strengthening 

International protocols NEPAD 

SADC Vision and Common 

SADC’s Regional Indicative Strategic 
Development Plan (RISDP) 

African Union protocols 

Pan African Parliament rules and 
regulations 

Treaties with neighbouring states – 
Transfrontier Conservation Areas, Water, 
gender, youth 

South Africa’s Foreign Policy 

Intergovernmental Relations Framework Act 13 of 
2005 

African Renaissance and International Cooperation 
Fund Act 51 of 2000 

Southern African Customs Union 

Mainly institutional commitments 
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Key issue/theme 

Millennium Development Goal 
(MDG) & Johannesburg Plan of 

Implementation (JPOI) 
Target/Goal 

International Regional National 

ongoing efforts on energy supply and 
services, by 2004, including through the 
UN system and partnerships 

Undertake a full review of the 
implementation of the Barbados 
Programme of Action for the Sustainable 
Development of Small Island Developing 
States in 2004 (General Assembly 
resolution S-22/2) 

 

 


