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Chapter 3: Environmental issues  
 
This report uses an issues-based framework to report on the current state of the environment in 
the Eastern Cape Province.  An environmental issue is described as a topic of strategic concern 
that will influence the environmental sustainability of the Province (Muller et al., 2003a).  It is 
important to realise that not all issues are considered equally important at any given moment, 
and that the issues being considered may change in both character and importance over time 
(DEAT, 2001). 
 
The environmental issues presented in this report have been grouped into different categories 
called ‘themes’.  Each theme forms a separate chapter in the report in order to simplify the 
reporting process and reduce the number of chapters in the report.  There are eight themes 
presented in this SOE report: 
 

• Atmosphere & climate; 
• Biodiversity; 
• Environmental management; 
• Freshwater; 
• Human settlements; 
• Land; 
• Marine and coast; and  
• Poverty. 

 
A summary of the environmental issues considered in this report are presented in Figure 3.1.  
These issues were derived from consultation with a wide range of stakeholders in the Eastern 
Cape Province (Muller et al., 2003a).   
 
This list of issues was then used to derive indicators for monitoring and reporting on the various 
thematic chapters within this report (Muller et al., 2003b).  Not all issues have indicators 
associated with them, as some indicators address multiple issues, and some issues do not 
warrant being address by provincial-level indicators.   
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